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which he had given it. And the last discoverer in the life of this King
Afonso was one de Sequeira, knight of his household, who discovered
the cape which we call Cabo de Catharina, a name he then gave it
because it was discovered on the day of this Saint1... The Ilha de S.
Thom6, Anno bom, and do Principe were also discovered by order of
King Dom Afonso, and other trading-places and islands which we
do not treat in detail.
The narrative in the Asia thus contains only two dates with
reference to the order in which these discoveries were made. We
are informed that Fernao Gomes received a lease of the Guinea
trade at the end of 1469, and that it was in January 1471 that the
gold trade of Mina was discovered. Barros, whose dates are not
always to be trusted2, was very vague about when the islands
were found, merely recording that it was in the lifetime of
Affonso V.
His account is thus very brief. This is remarkable in that the
discovery of the Mina Coast was regarded by his contemporaries
as by far the most important event in the whole history of the
exploration of the Guinea coast. The voyage of Jo&o de San-
tarem and Pero de Escobar, undertaken evidently during the
winter of 1470-1, was a more significant achievement than that
of Cadamosto or that of Diogo Gomes, and yet no separate
record of it has been preserved. If it is desired, indeed, to recon-
struct the story of the opening up of the coast between Cape
Palmas and Cape St. Catherine, one is forced to draw mainly
upon the fragmentary details furnished by Barros. There are
others who, like him, recorded that Affonso V leased the Guinea
trade to Fernao Gomes in 1469; but apart from Pacheco and
Antonio Galvao, whose works are considered below, these other
writers do not assist one to piece together the fragments. The
chroniclers, Ruy de Pina, Garcia de Resende and Damiao de
Goes, do not record a single fact not to be found in Barros. The
Esmeraldo de situ orbis, however, written by Duarte Pacheco
Pereira approximately in the year 1507, is more informative and
1 November's.
2 Dr. E. C. Ravenstein has shown that his dating of the first voyage of
Diogo Cao was grossly inaccurate. See his 'Voyages of Diogo Cao and Bar-
tholomeu Dias, 1482-88*, in Geographical Journal (1900), pp. 626-33.